China’s Human Rights Violation in Persecuting Falun Gong

(Version of 5/16/01)

Good afternoon!

I am honored to have this opportunity to give presentation about “China’s human rights violation in persecuting Falun Gong” in this prestigious university. First, I’d like to thank Professor xxx for inviting us. And thank you all for your interest and concern.

My name is xxx. I am a computer software engineer working in Washington DC. I came to the United States xx years ago. I have been practicing Falun Gong for three and half years. I have benefited from it tremendously.
I’ll first give a brief introduction of Falun Gong practice, then talk about China’s human rights violation in persecuting Falun Gong and the responses from the international community. During the presentation, please feel free to stop me if you have any questions.  In the end, we are going to have a question and answer session. You can also ask your questions then (if they have not been addressed in the presentation).

Two years ago, most people outside of China had never heard of Falun Gong. Since April 25th 1999, western media started to shine the light on Falun Gong because of the peaceful mass appeal in front of the Chinese Central Government Compound. During the last 19 months, Falun Gong practitioners’ non-violent civil disobedience verses the Communist government’s brutal persecution has drawn worldwide attention. More and more people start to wonder: What is Falun Gong? What kind of people are Falun Gong practitioners? Why has the Chinese government cracked down on Falun Gong? What impact does this have on today’s world? To answer these questions, let’s first look at what Falun Gong is. 

Slide 1 – 3: Intro & What is Falun Gong

Falun Gong is also known as Falun Dafa. Literally, Falun means Law Wheel. Gong means practice. Dafa means Great Law. It is an ancient cultivation practice of Body, Mind, and Spirit Falun Dafa is deeply rooted in the traditional Chinese culture. It consists of two parts: the exercises and the principles. The five sets of gentle exercises span from slow-moving standing exercises and stretches to sitting meditation.  (show part of the movements).  The movements are elegant, smooth, peaceful, simple, and easy to do. These exercises are effective and beneficial for mental and physical well-being. They help to transform the body, open up all the energy channels, and enable energy to circulate all over the body. The exercises are designed to fit into people’s busy life style. People can practice at any time and any place, either individually or with a group. It is a very powerful and wonderful practice. Mr. Da Liu who first introduced Taichi in the United States recommended Falun Gong to his students after he learned the practice. 

Have you heard about Taichi? Yes? On the surface, it might look similar to Taichi. But Falun Gong is much simpler and easier to learn. It doesn’t involve any breathing techniques or mental exercises. After the exercises, the body feels light and energetic. The mind is clear and calm.

The second part is the principle which is the key of the practice. It is based on the universal principles of Truthfulness, Compassion, and Tolerance. This is the fundamental difference between Falun Gong and all other kinds of Taichi or Yoga. Practitioners follow these principles to conduct their daily life and to become better people.   

Slide 4 - 7:  Falun Gong in China before crackdown, worldwide, from all walks of life

Falun Gong was first introduced to the general public by its founder, Mr. Li Hongzhi in May, 1992 in China. Due to its effectiveness in improving people’s health, raising morals, and its profound principles, within 7 years, Falun Gong spread quickly, mostly by word of mouth, to over 40 countries and is practiced by over 100 million people from all walks of life and different cultural backgrounds. The main Falun Dafa work – Zhuan Falun has been translated into almost 20 languages. In all the 48 continental united states, there are people practicing Falun Gong.

Slide 8:  Reports and awards in China

Before the crackdown, Falun Dafa was very popular in China. In the large cities, there were people practicing Falun Gong at almost every park in the morning. Because of its great contribution to society, Falun Dafa was highly recognized in China and awarded many times by the government and organizations. This newspaper wrote: “the young and old, all practice.” At the International Health Expo in Beijing in 1993, Falun Gong was given the title “Star Qigong”, the highest honor at the Expo.

Slide 9: Religious Freedom Award

On March 14, 2001, the U.S. Freedom House human rights organization gave the founder of Falun Gong, Mr. Li Hongzhi, and the Falun Dafa Association the International Religious Freedom Award as "defenders of religious rights" in China at a ceremony attended by members of U.S. Congress. Falun Gong spokesperson, Erping Zhang, accepted the award on behalf of the founder Li Hongzhi and the Falun Dafa Association. 

Slide 10: Worldwide Award

Falun Dafa is also highly recognized around the world. In the last two years, especially after the crackdown in China, Falun Dafa and its teacher, Mr. Li Hongzhi have received over 400 governmental awards and proclamations worldwide. More and more people begin to know about this virtuous teaching and choose it as their way of living.  In Taiwan, the number of practitioners increased from a couple of thousand before the crackdown to almost 100,000. Many cities including Washington, DC proclaimed Falun Dafa Day, Week, or Month, and Mr. Li Hongzhi as Honorary Citizen and Goodwill Ambassador. 

Slide 11: Characteristics

Falun Gong emphasizes self-improvement. Practitioners apply the principles of truthfulness, compassion and tolerance to their daily life, to be good people in any environment. When running into conflict, instead of blaming others, Falun Dafa practitioners first check within themselves: Did I do something wrong? What should I learn from this? By doing so, practitioners improve themselves constantly from inside out and can bring peace to themselves and others. 

Falun Dafa respects one’s free will and understanding. People are free to come and go as they choose.  Falun Dafa is apolitical. There is no political agenda or intentions, no affiliation to any government, political party, or private entity. Falun Dafa is not a religion. There is no idol worship, no rituals. Falun Dafa teachings require practitioners to “Regard the Law as Teacher.” Practitioners lead normal lives and participate in their community.

All Falun Dafa activities and teachings are free of charge, and open to the public. Practitioners provide instructions on a voluntary basis. This is based on the teachings of Falun Gong. Additionally, this is such a wonderful practice, practitioners who have benefited a great deal from it want to share and provide it to other people voluntarily. The Falun Dafa books can be freely accessed from the Internet. There is no membership to join. Every practitioner is equal. There is no hierarchy among practitioners.

Slide 12: Benefits

Falun Gong is very powerful in stress relief, improving mental and physical health. Regarding this, almost all practitioners can tell you their personal stories. Before practicing Falun Gong, many people have chronic diseases, after practice, their diseases gradually go away, even the diseases considered incurable by modern medicine. Since body and mind are connected as one. 

In order to attain the ultimate health, besides doing the physical exercises, one has to improve his (or her) moral character. By doing so, people can attain peace, harmony, balance, inner strength, and a deeper understanding of life, humanity and the universe. By practicing Falun Gong, people can also gain higher consciousness and wisdom, and finally reach enlightenment. 

Slide 13: Impact on Society

Falun Dafa benefits people and society. By improving people’s health tremendously, Falun Gong saved millions of dollars in medical expenses. The Prime Minister Zhu Rongji was pleased to see these savings, and said the government could use this money on economic development. With a healthy body and a peaceful heart, people can work more efficiently. Their productivity increased. The principles of Truthfulness, Compassion and Tolerance help to raise the moral standard of people and society. Falun Gong also unites all ethnic groups as one by its profound principles. The peaceful nature of the practice has greatly helped to stabilize the society.

Slide 14: China’s Human Rights Violation in Persecuting Falun Gong

Slide 15: Time Line of Events: Read from the slide

It started on April 25, 1999, when more than 10,000 Falun Gong practitioners peacefully appealed for justice outside Zhongnanhai -- the Central Government Compound, in Beijing. 

On July 20, 1999, the crackdown began.  More than 100 major contact practitioners in over 30 cities nationwide were taken from their homes and arrested right after midnight.  

On July 22, the government officially banned Falun Gong.  From July 20 to July 22, 26,000 practitioners were arrested and detained. One week later the Chinese government issued an arrest warrant through Interpol for Mr. Li Hongzhi, who was already a permanent resident of the U.S.. Interpol soon rejected China’s request, saying the approach was politically motivated.

Within a month, millions of Falun Dafa books, audiotapes and videotapes were destroyed. The Chinese government launched a vicious campaign against Falun Gong with fabricated evidence and stories. According to the New York Times, “the authorities have detained tens of thousands of people and are spewing a deafening barrage of anti-Falun Gong publicity each day.”

On October 30, 1999, 3 months after the crackdown, the Chinese State Legislature rushed to pass an “anti-cult” law to criminalize Falun Gong.  

Slide 16: Peaceful Appeal of Falun Gong, 4.25 incident

This is the famous Zhongnanhai incident that brought worldwide attention to Falun Gong. On April 25th, 1999, more than 10,000 Falun Gong practitioners out of their trust and faith in the government, peacefully and orderly went to Zhongnanhai, the Central Government compound to appeal for the release of 45 practitioners detained earlier by the Tianjin Public Security Bureau. In China, there are appeal offices at different levels of government to handle people’s complaints and unjust cases. It is a citizen’s constitutional right to appeal to higher authorities. 

The Tianjin incident was caused by a misinformation article, (titled “I do not agree with adolescents practicing Qigong”, published in Science Magazine (in Tianjin Education College)). In this article, the author, (a pseudo-scientist from the Chinese Science Academy and a relative of the head of the National Security Department), accused Falun Gong practice of causing mental illness, and implied that Falun Gong attempted to overthrow the government without any solid proof. (Since the magazine was highly acclaimed,) practitioners felt it was necessary for the publisher to correct this mistake for the sake of the truth. They told the editors their own practice experiences, and requested them to publish the correction. At first, the editors agreed, but the next day they changed their promise. When word spread, more practitioners went there to try to explain the truth about this practice.  The whole process was peaceful and legitimate.

It was astonishing that police showed up to arrest and beat the practitioners. The Tianjin government indicated that they were just following the orders from the higher authority. Since Tianjin is a city directly governed by the Central Government, the practitioners went to Beijing to appeal for release of the innocent practitioners, for a safe practice environment, and for the legal publishing of Falun Dafa books. 

Since 1995, the authorities stopped the legal channels of publishing and selling Falun Dafa books. However, with more and more people practicing Falun Dafa, the demand for the books remained high. (Some private publishers and vendors profited a great deal from publishing and selling the unauthorized Falun Dafa books without paying tax to the government. The author’s copyright was violated.) Some government officials had been suppressing Falun Dafa for their political gain, Falun Dafa practitioners were illegally fined and harassed frequently in some places. 

Mr. Li Hongzhi states explicitly in Falun Dafa teachings that “we are not against the government now, nor will we be in the future. Other people may treat us badly, but we do not treat others badly, nor do we treat people as enemies.” With over 70 million practitioners, it is easy to put enough people on the streets to achieve a people's revolution. Such a thing happened in the Chinese history; However, this did not happen on April 25, 1999 in Beijing. The sole purpose of the 10,000 practitioners who spontaneously came out was to appeal for justice. Just as when John Lennon of the Beetles was killed in 1980, a lot of his fans were led by their hearts to gather in the Central Park spontaneously. So were Falun Gong practitioners drawn to Zhongnanhai, one after another, individually motivated by their desire for justice. Prime Minister Zhu Rongji came out of the government compound and addressed the peaceful and orderly crowd in a conciliatory manner. The 45 practitioners in Tianjin were released and the practitioners quietly left (under the impression that their grievances had been met.) No social order and traffic were disrupted. Practitioners even cleaned up the street, although no one threw any litter. 

Unfortunately, such a peaceful mass appeal was viewed as a challenge (and potential competitor for power.) to the Communist regime, and later on, was used to accuse Falun Gong and its founder of plotting to overthrow the government.

Slides 17, 18: Why Crackdown?

A survey by the Communist Party in early 1999 revealed that the number of Falun Gong practitioners in China had grown to 70 to100 million, and outnumbered the Communist party members. Many Communist party members are also practicing Falun Gong because everyone wants to live a healthy life. President Jiang Zemin was nervous and jealous about so many people involved in something that went beyond the Communist ideology and encouraged independent thinking. Historically, we have seen that unelected leaders with no direct mandate from people are typically nervous about any perceived threat to their position (of power). After a few months of preparation, Jiang Zemin launched the campaign of persecution and propaganda against Falun Gong.

Falun Dafa is deeply rooted in traditional Chinese culture, and its practitioners cannot be separate (or isolated ) from the Chinese people as a whole. Therefore, waging war on Falun Dafa practitioners is acturally waging war on Chinese people and the nation. It is an ongoing tragedy, not only for practitioners, but for the entire nation. The cost of the persecution has been enormous and catastrophic, in terms of lost revenues (and squandered resources) and in terms of broken families, broken bones, broken hearts, lost jobs, and loss of life.

Slide 19: Destroy the Evidence! Torture the Mind!

As part of the nationwide crackdown on Falun Gong, tens of millions of Falun Gong books, audiotapes, videotapes and other related materials have been confiscated, burned and destroyed.  This action sent a signal to the public regarding the seriousness of the crackdown.  It is also a tactic of destroying evidence that could reveal the true contents of Falun Dafa’s teaching and readily disprove the government’s propaganda.

(According to the world media, more than 2 million publications were destroyed on July 29 and 7.8 million books and 4.9 million tapes were confiscated in two large cities, Wuhan and Jinan on Aug. 21.)  Police searched all warehouses, book stands and private bookstores for Falun Dafa books.  Practitioners were ordered to turn in books.  Police often ransacked practitioners’ homes and took the books by force. Two sisters were sentenced to 6 and 7 years for running a private bookstore carrying Falun Gong materials.  A publisher and his wife were sentenced to 6 and 8 years for printing Falun Dafa books.  

Slide 20: Propaganda Attempting to Smother Falun Gong

The state-run media, TV, newspapers, and radios were flooded with fabricated stories to slander Falun Gong and the founder, Mr. Li Hongzhi. President Jiang Zemin made false claims and lied publicly when meeting international leaders. All the Falun Dafa web sites in China were sabotaged. And internet access to Falun Dafa web sites outside China was blocked.

Slide 21: China’s “Rule of Law”

China claims that the country is governed by the rule of law. However, the whole procedure of persecution flies in the face of the “Rule of Law”. Let’s take a look. 

(1) On July 20, police started a nationwide arrest of Falun Gong practitioners. In order to legalize their crackdown, three months later, the Chinese legislature rushed to make a new “anti-cult” law on 10/30/99 to criminalize Falun Gong retroactively. This was five days after President Jiang Zemin was quoted by a French newspaper as labeling Falun Gong a cult. Counter to the standard legal process, this hastily passed “anti-cult” law was applied to the trials of these key contact practitioners who were arrested in July and sentenced on Dec. 26, one day after Christmas in order to avoid western media. 

The “show trial” was conducted in a few hours and in a semi-secret fashion. Falun Gong practitioners and foreign media were not allowed to be present. On the trial day, many practitioners were arrested for trying to attend the trial. Two practitioners from Washington, DC happened to be in Beijing at that time. They went to attend the trial and were arrested.  On the left side of the picture, the four key contact people in Beijing were sentenced upto 18 years. On the right side, the key contact person in Hainan province was sentenced to 12 years in jail.

(2) China’s law and legal proceedings stipulate certain legal rights for the accused, including the right of representation. However, in this crackdown against Falun Gong, these rights have completely been deprived. No one is allowed to appeal to higher authority. 

Moreover, the accused cannot have lawyers to defend them. According to a report from Agence France Presse on August 24, 1999, “Chinese Government has ordered the Chinese lawyers not to plead for Falun Gong practitioners. This order comes from the notices of Bureau of Justice to attorney’s offices in major cities. The notice also asks every attorney’s office to report immediately detailed information about every Falun Gong related applicant or inquirer and all answers have to match the one from the central government.”

According to a Hong Kong based human rights organization, a 74 year-old Air Force General Yu Chanxin was tried secretly and sentenced to 17 years in prison by a military tribunal in January, 2000. He was charged with "using a sect to destroy the implementation of the law" and "illegal management,"

(It is believed that Yu was singled out in order to intimidate the rest of the population. After all, if this highly decorated and revered patriot could be suddenly thrown into prison because of practicing Falun Gong, then how much more tenuous was the freedom of the average citizen?)

(In one typical case, two independent trial lawyers were not allowed to plead innocent on behalf of a Falun Gong practitioner named Li Jianhui. He got sentenced to 4 years in Shenzhen, Guangdong Province in January of 2000. His wife went to Beijing to appeal for him, and was arrested and sentenced, leaving their 14 year-old daughter unattended at home.)
Tens of thousands of Falun Gong practitioners were sent to labor camps without any trial to receive “re-education”. The accused cannot have lawyers to defend them. The abusive use of labor camps and other forms of forced labor have become convenient tools to suppress Falun Gong and other political dissidents. As the world enters into the new millennium, this is the largest contemporary group of prisoners of conscience.

This is how China is governed by the “Rule of Law”.  Through the self-serving injustice, these actions confront basic human conscience.

Slide 22:  Mass Arrest and Arbitrary Detention, Nov 16, 1999

This picture was taken by the Associated Press on Nov.16, 1999 when United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan was visiting China. The practitioners courageously stepped forward to appeal to the UN to send an independent team to investigate China’s persecution of Falun Gong, and help to resolve the current crisis. 
Slide 23: Police Violence Happening Everyday, Oct. 1st Tiananman Square

This picture was taken on October 1, 2000 by the Associated Press. In this picture, two plainclothes police are beating the practitioner with one foot on his head and a knife at his throat. A massive arrest of over 1000 practitioners marked the 51st national day of China. Unfortunately, since the crackdown this has become a daily scene on Tiananmen Square: police arresting and beating up Falun Gong practitioners. 

Slide 24: Police Brutality Continues…

According to an official survey of 12,500 Falun Gong practitioners in Guangdong Province in September, 1998, 72.1% practitioners are female and 51.6% are over 50 years old.  It is obvious that most Falun Gong practitioners are female and elderly in China.  But under police brutality, it makes no difference between the young and old, male and female. 

Many reports show the disturbing evidence that female practitioners, including pregnant women, children, and senior citizens were handcuffed, stripped, beaten, tortured and even sexually harassed in detention centers and prisons. Electric prods were used to beat female practitioners’ breasts or inserted into their bodies. Some pregnant women lost their children during forced heavy labor in labor camps. Some female practitioners were stripped, thrown into cells with male inmates and suffered gang rape. 

Thousands of practitioners suffered the abuses. Many are deprived of food, sleep, and toilet use, and exposed to under the extreme hot or cold weather, harsh force-feeding of those who went on hunger strike, and forced labor.  Police often use electric batons, cigarette lighters, and handcuffs in the painful positions to torture Falun Gong practitioners.

Slide 25: Pictures of the died practitioners 

As of May 14, 2001, 208 practitioners have been tortured to death. The death list is updated on a daily basis. Among them, there are the young and old, teachers, students, engineers, workers, farmers, and retirees. In China, police have the higher authority’s support to brutally abuse Falun Gong practitioners, because President Jiang Zemin justifies such actions through his message “beaten to death counts as committing suicide”. Therefore, police claim that some of the dead practitioners committed suicide after throwing their bodies out of buildings.

Slide 26: Wang Lixuan and her 8-month old son

Wang Lixuan, a 30 year old Falun Gong practitioner, and her 8-month old child died in a Chinese labor camp. Lacerations covered both their bodies, and heavy shackles had blacked the baby’s ankles with bruises. 

Few details are known about Wang Lixuan and her 8-month old baby. Police detained them in Sep. of 2000, but failed to inform the family. A short time thereafter, they were illegally transferred to a labor re-education camp without trial. Then, in Oct, the state issued a letter to their family saying that the mother and child had “jumped to their deaths.” We know, however, in China, President Jiang Zemin has made it a policy that all deaths of Falun Gong practitioners in police custody should be reported as suicides. 

Slide 27: Zhao Xin

This is Zhao Xin, a 32 year old teacher at Beijing University of Industry and Commerce.  She was arrested while practicing Falun Gong exercises in a park on June 19, 2000. While in police custody, she was beaten up badly and sent to the emergency room in handcuffs. Her vertebra was broken at the 4th, 5th and 6th joints.  She stayed in critical condition and suffered tremendously for six months. She passed away on December 11, 2000.  

Slide 28: Chen Zixiu, “Practicing Falun Gong was a Right, Ms. Chen Said, Up To Her Last Day” – 4/20/00

A headline news report in The Wall Street Journal covered the story of Ms. Chen Zixiu’s. Ms. Chen was arrested on the street. Her captors beat her for a few days, “demanding that she renounce her faith in Falun Gong.  Barely conscious after repeated jolts from a cattle prod, the 58-year-old stubbornly shook her head.  Enraged, the local officials ordered her to run barefoot in the snow.  Two days of torture had left her legs bruised, her short black hair matted with pus and blood, and her teeth broken.  She crawled outside, vomited and collapsed.  She never regained consciousness and died on Feb.21 2000.”

Slide 29: Psychiatric Hospitals are used as political tools to persecute Falun Gong practitioners

On Feb 19, 2001:  The NY Times reported on the front page that Psychiatric Abuse Reportedly Used to Repress Falun Gong  (ERIK ECKHOLM). It says “In the government's campaign to discredit Falun Gong, the official press here has openly suggested that believers are mentally disturbed and need treatment.” 

An incomplete report showed that over 1,000 healthy practitioners were forced into mental hospitals by the Public Security Bureau. They were force-injected with nerve-destructive drugs, including Heroine. 

Slide 30: Shi Pei’s Case

Shi Pei was forced into a mental hospital. She was heavily dosed with sedatives and stayed unconscious for seven days, then died. During those seven days, she was left unattended. No food was given. Her son, Chris Xu, now an MBA student in Canada, testified to his mother’s torture and death. He said “my mother actually died of hunger”. This story was reported in Ottawa Citizens newspaper.

Slide 31: Su Gang’s Case

On June 23, 2001: Washington Post reported the death of Su Gang. A healthy 32 year-old software engineer who was forced into a mental hospital. After his uncle staged a hunger strike for his release, he was sent back home. Nine days of inhuman "treatment" with daily over-dosed injections damaged his neural system. Su Gang’s body was in terrible condition when he was released. His body was stiff. His eyes were dull (or motionless). He had no facial expression and could hardly react. Although he received good care from family members at home, Su Gang could not recover from the severe mental and physical damage he suffered in the hospital. After 10 days of painful struggle, on June 10, 2000, he died of heart failure. In the end, the Post wrote: The job of shedding further light on this seemingly ominous turn in China's treatment of its own people falls to international human rights organizations -- and democratic governments outside China.” 


Slide 32:  APA’s Committee…

It is a crime that mental hospitals are used as a political tool to torture a healthy human being. It is a national crime that the government uses mental hospitals to persecute Falun Gong practitioners. This happened during World War II and in Stalin’s Soviet Union. I remember in the article “Why I Cannot Keep Silent”, the author said: “when a part of mankind is suffering, if we don’t do anything to help, in God’s eyes, we are all wicked. When facing other people’s sufferings, if we remain indifferent, in God’s eyes, we are partners to the crime.” 

The American Psychiatrist Association’s Committee (APA's) on the Abuse of Psychiatry and Psychiatrists passed a resolution in June 2000 at APA's annual meeting recommending that the World Psychiatric Association (WPA) investigate the alleged wrongful detention of Falun Gong practitioners in psychiatric hospitals. 

Slide 33: Crackdown Goes Beyond China

Dr. Chunyan Teng, a permanent resident of the U.S., visited several mental hospitals out of her professional interest when she visited her family in China last spring. She was sentenced to 3 years in jail for leaking “state secrets” just because she gave pictures of Falun Gong practitioners in mental hospitals to the western media.

An Australian citizen, Ms. Cuiying Zhang went to China to appeal for Falun Gong last year. She was arrested and jailed for 8 months in spite of the Australian government’s protest. She suffered a great deal of physical and mental abuse.

Mr. Ming Zhao is a 30-year-old postgraduate student in the Computer Science Department at Trinity College in Dublin, Ireland. He went to Beijing to appeal for Falun Gong and was arrested. He has been taken to the labor camp in Beijing Daxin County since last May. He is brutally tortured daily in a lawless hell.

The Chinese Consulate General asked the Mayor of Santee city in San Diego, Mr. Randy Voepel not to issue a proclamation to Falun Gong. The Mayor said “I was chilled to the bone that the communist nation would go to this extent to suppress someone’s freedom of actions in this country. That’s what really bothers me.” The San Diego Union Tribune and San Diego local CBS TV station reported this story.

Slide 34:  Brutal Persecution against Falun Gong

In summary, during the past 20 months of brutal persecution, more than 200 practitioners were persecuted to death; more than 500 practitioners were sentenced to jail; over 1,000 people were forced into mental hospitals and injected with destructive drugs; more than 10,000 practitioners were sent to labor camps without trial; and over 50,000 people were detained and beaten up.  This data is only the tip of the iceberg and falls far short of being complete. 

Slide 35: Social Impact of the Persecution

This crackdown has caused serious problems to the society. Tens of thousands of practitioners were deprived of jobs and pension. Students were dismissed/expelled from schools and universities. Family members, the young and old, were left unattended, many got sick and died. Family members lost jobs, were fined and detained. Hundreds of families were broken. Employers are forced to fire Falun Gong practitioners.

Slide 36: This crackdown violates:
1. China’s own constitution which states Citizens of the People's Republic of China enjoy freedom of speech, of the press, of assembly, of association, of procession and of demonstration. 

Citizens have the right to make relevant state organs complaints or charges against, or exposures of, any state organ or functionary for violation of the law or dereliction of duty. The state organ concerned must deal with complaints, charges or exposures made by citizens in a responsible manner after ascertaining the facts. No one may suppress such complaints, charges and exposures or retaliate against the citizens making them. 

2. International Covenant: 

No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. In particular, no one shall be subjected without his free consent to medical or scientific experimentation.
No one shall be required to perform forced or compulsory labor. Anyone who is deprived of his liberty by arrest or detention shall be entitled to take proceedings before a court, in order that that court may decide without delay on the lawfulness of his detention and order his release if the detention is not lawful. 
3. United Nations’ Declaration of Human Rights: The UN Declaration on Human Rights states: "All human beings are free and equal in dignity and human rights. All have the right to life, liberty and security. All are endowed with reason and conscience. All have the right to a standard of living adequate to health and well-being. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.

Slide 37:  Facing This Persecution…

Facing this brutal persecution, how did Falun Gong practitioners respond?  First, the founder of Falun Dafa, Mr. Li Hongzhi, personally called for a dialog with the Chinese government to peacefully resolve the crisis.

Falun Dafa practitioners conducted non-violent civil disobedience, peaceful appeals, press conferences, exercise demonstrations and parades, testifying in congressional hearings and called tirelessly for human rights awareness.

(This response has also impacted the groups of oppressed religions, democracy advocates, intellectuals, and ethnic minorities in China. They are calling on their followers to “imitate the peaceful example of Falun Gong.” Falun Gong is creating an awakening of the Chinese people and rekindling new hope for the achievement of human rights.)

Slide 38: Unshakable Faith, Great Courage

This is another daily scene on Tiananmen Square. After all legal appeal channels were blocked, Falun Gong practitioners in China courageously keep on going to Tiananmen Square to let the world hear their voice -- “Falun Dafa is Good!”  

Many Practitioners traveled across the country to Beijing to appeal.  Some farmers spent a whole year’s income on train tickets. One handicapped practitioner traveled in a wheel chair for 7 days, an elderly woman traveled on foot for 9 days, some groups rode on bicycles for a month…etc.  They were fully aware of the dangerous consequences they were facing.

Slide 39: We Have the Right to Speak

In order to let the world know the truth of China’s persecution of Falun Gong, a group of practitioners courageously held an underground press conference in Oct. 1999 in the suburb of Beijing. Seven members of the western media attended this conference. Afterwards, all practitioners were arrested and the 7 journalists were harassed by Chinese authorities. Even the International Press Club protested China’s harassment. 

Slide 40:  Worldwide Peaceful Appeal 

Since the crackdown, Falun Dafa practitioners outside China continuously appeal to Chinese government and international community worldwide. They went to the United Nations in Geneva and New York, they went to the Chinese Embassy and Consulate, to New China Agency in Hong Kong, to the US Congress, to the Canadian parliament, to the Australian government, to the European Parliament, and so on. 

Slide 41: Falun Gong’s Spirit of Peace

As we enter the new millennium, once again the world cries out for peace and people of compassion and tolerance are answering the call. For the past 19 months, millions of FLG practitioners have practiced peaceful, consistent, rational, and nonviolent resistance to the injustice and violence. They have borne the unbearable, endured the unendurable, 

they courageously stand up and take the peaceful journey for justice, basic human rights and their beliefs in Truthfulness, Compassion, and Tolerance. This first-ever civil disobedience in China involves over 100 million people in more than 40 countries. With such a large group of people, on such a large scale persecution, there has not been a single case of practitioners fighting back or retaliating. Even under the most brutal persecution, they have never returned with violence. They persisted with peace, rationality (reason) and non-violence under all circumstances. It is unprecedented in human history. It can be achieved all because of the teaching of Truthfulness, Compassion and Tolerance from Mr. Li Hongzhi. His teaching removes inner conflicts and empowers practitioners to gain internal peace. This is the fundamental essence of peace since any long lasting peace has to come from within. (They certainly form the cornerstone of a stable society.) 

People sometimes ask why the practitioners in China don’t just denounce Falun Gong and then just go ahead to practice it secretly anyway. The reason is simple – they don’t want to lie and betray their deepest convictions and integrity of their belief in truthfulness, compassion and Tolerance. 

Falun Dafa practitioners have endured without anger or complaint, without hatred or impatience; instead, they have maintained a compassionate heart. They have tried to resolve the conflict through peaceful dialogue. They have become a symbol for freedom of belief, freedom of conscience, and freedom of assembly, a symbol of longing for universal human rights and justice. 

Following Mahamade Gandi’s path of non-violence, Martin Luther King gave his life to the civil rights movements and made the world a better place for all American’s of good will. History has told us that truthfulness when combined with compassion and tolerance for all people is a powerful force for good in the world.

Slide 42: International Response

Slide 43: President Clinton’s Quote

President Clinton expressed his support of Chinese Falun Gong practitioners’ human rights on 12/07/99. He said : “the principle still, surely, must be the same: freedom of conscience, and freedom of association. And our interest, surely, must be the same: seeing China maintain stability and growth at home by meeting, not stifling, the growing demands of its people for openness and accountability.”

Slide 44: 

Both the House and Senate passed a resolution to support Chinese Falun Gong practitioners’ human rights in November, 1999.

Slide 45: 

Mr. Kumar Asian-Pacific Advocacy Director, Amnesty International said “These are primarily average citizens of China who are exercising their fundamental rights. As a human rights organization, we are demanding the Chinese government to release all prisoners who are imprisoned for the practice of Falun Gong.” 

Slide 46: Support from the International Community

Falun Dafa has received support from many governments and organizations worldwide, such as Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, United Nations, the European parliament, the government of Canada, Australia, Britain, France, Switzerland, Sweden, Holland, etc. 

Slide 47: Amnesty International of Canada, Alex Neve, Secretary General

It is time for the Chinese government to ensure that the basic rights of Falun Gong practitioners are upheld. It is time for the Canadian government and other governments to insist that Chinese authorities cease this campaign.
Slide 48: Mark Palmer’s remarks

Slide 49: How Can you help: Take Actions!

President Jimmy Carter once said, "America did not invent human rights. In a very real sense, it's the other way around. Human rights invented America." Human rights have been an integral part of America's history since the birth of our Nation more than two centuries ago. Refusing to accept tyranny and oppression, our founders secured a better way of life with our Constitution and Bill of Rights. These revolutionary documents have continued to protect our cherished freedoms of religion, speech, press, and assembly and to preserve the principles of equality, liberty, and justice that lie at the heart of our national identity.  

(We believe that taking the courageous action to recognize the contributions of Falun Dafa practitioners will help awaken our great nation to a deeper appreciation of the true meaning of human rights. And only when every human being is able to enjoy the freedom and democracy in this world, our human rights are truly protected.)

On Feb. 26, 2001, NY Times reported the State Department concluded today that despite seven years of deepening American economic engagement with China, the human rights situation there had worsened significantly, with "intensified crackdowns" on religious organizations, political dissenters and "any person or group perceived to threaten the government." 


Over the past 19 months, many governments, political leaders, and even media outlets were unable to follow their conscience to defend Falun Dafa because of political and economic threats from China. This reminds me what the author in the book of “The Call” says “in the last days, the money is the yoke of demon”. Morals have declined dramatically. Money has corrupted many people’s souls. (The China’s brutal persecution against Falun Dafa is actually the battle between the evil force and the righteousness in the universe. The consequences will impact every human being on the earth.) 

Being an international leader, and standing by our nation’s identity, America has undeniable responsibility to lead the world to stop this vicious persecution of human rights, to secure a better way of life for all mankind. 

Slide 50: You Can Make A Difference

President Clinton said “basic human rights are not cultural, but universal; thus, what a country does to people within its own borders is not its business alone, but the business of all of us. This century has taught us that even though human rights are endowed by the hand of our Creator, they are ensured by the hearts and hands of men and women among us who cannot bear to see it otherwise. Inch by inch, such people have moved the world forward.”

For decades, America and many other western countries have tried to improve China’s democracy and human rights condition, but have not been successful. The main reason is that Chinese people themselves did not realize their need for democracy and human rights. So no matter how hard others pushed from the outside, they did not respond from the inside. But now, millions of Chinese people are waking up from the inside, and courageously keep on stepping forward to appeal for change. Falun Dafa has become China’s greatest hope for the freedom of belief, speech, and assembly. The hopes of an oppressed people ride on their backs. 

In the international community, we are one. Helping others is helping ourselves. Protecting others’ human rights is protecting our own human rights. Only when every human being is able to enjoy the freedom and democracy in this world, are our human rights truly protected. Respect for human rights in China is no doubt of paramount importance to the stability of China and, therefore, the whole world.  Its significance is no less than the fall of the Berlin wall. Please show your support in any way you can. What evil fears the most is the truth. If you can help to spread the truth about Falun Dafa, raise people’s awareness of China’s human rights violation in persecuting Falun Dafa, or sponsor seminars for us to present China’s human rights violation, join our appeal or any other activities, or to urge your congressional representatives to speak up against the crackdown, to take actions to stop the persecution, that’ll be a great help. Millions of practitioners’ voice in China cannot be heard. Please speak up for them. We believe every voice counts, together we can make a difference. 

Slide 51: How to practice Falun Gong

Everyone is welcomed to learn Falun Gong. There are two major books. One is Falun Gong for beginners. The other is Zhuan Falun which is the comprehensive book. Practitioners read almost everyday. Each time we read the book, we can get new meanings from the book. All the books and audio/video tapes can be viewed for free or downloaded from the  web site http://www.falundafa.org, or they can be picked one up at your local bookstore, or ordered from the internet bookstore (e.g., www.universepublishing.com or www.amazon.com).

You can learn the exercises at your local practice site. To get started, contact Falun Gong practitioners, or visit Falun Gong web sites, or call 1-877-FALUN-99 to get information about your local practice sites, free workshops and activities. I don’t know if there is practice site in this campus, but we do have Falun Gong friends here. In DC metropolitan area, there are probably over 30 practice sites. On weekends from 9:30am to 11:30am, we have group practice on the Mall by National Gallery of Art Museum.
Slide 52: Q/A

Thank you.

Self immolation case talking points: 

First we feel deeply sorry for those who suffered in this tragedy. 

Falun Dafa’s teachings strictly prohibit any form of killing, including suicide. Let’s reiterate Mr. Li’s teaching on this issue: (from the Sydney Lecture):

Question: The third question is the issue of killing as mentioned in the book. Killing a life is a very big sin. If a person commits suicide, does it count as a sin or not?

Master: It counts as a sin. ……Committing suicide has another sin. This is because a person's life is pre-arranged. You have disrupted the sequence of the god’s entire layout. Through the obligations you carry out to society, between people there is this kind of interrelationship. If the person dies, won't this entire sequence disrupt the god’s arrangement then? If you disrupt it, he will not let you go. Therefore, committing suicide is sinful.

Obviously, these people’s action is against Falun Dafa’s teachings.

Washington Post reporter Phillip Pan did some investigation on these victims and wrote a report about this story on Feb 6, 2001, in his article, he quoted the neighbor’s words about the lady who died of this case that “She hit her mother, and her mother was crying and yelling. She hit her daughter, too.” In the end, he wrote “none ever saw her practice Falun Gong”. 

Police showed up with fire extinguishers within 2 seconds. Later, after people questioned this, Chinese authority said CNN reporters knew this ahead of time, and charged them with some kind of crime.

China uses this case as an excuse to pressure Hong Kong’s government which is under the policy “One Country, Two System” to ban Falun Gong practice in Hong Kong.

Since July, 1999, Falun Gong practitioners in China and overseas underwent hundreds of peaceful appeals, there was never a single violent case, never harming others or themselves. They have shown the world the peaceful nature and spirit of Falun Gong practice.

We practice Falun Gong because we love life, not hate life.

We call upon the Chinese government to allow independent third-party investigation by international human rights groups, United Nations, and the world press.

It is a tragedy that those who originally set fire to themselves had been driven to such a desperate act, whether because they were so disenfranchised by Chinese society or because they had been set up by the Chinese regime. In either case, it indicates what China has come to that such a tragedy could have occurred.
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