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Falun Gong, and Why it Matters

Making Sense of Today’s China

sk a China watcher
what the five most criti-
cal factors to understand-
ing China are and you will
hear a range of responses.
Economic growth. Ram-
pant corruption. The gap
between rich and poor.
Communist Party infight-
ing. And so on.
But in most cases, some-

thing will be missing from
the analysis. Something big—
100 million people. Some-
thing that, once understood,
can fundamentally change
how we think about China
and, as importantly, how we
engage with it.

That something is Falun
Gong.
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