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Letter to the Editor: China is
committing unspeakable acts behind
closed doors

To the Times:
Aug. 20 marks the 70th anniversary of the “Doctors’ Trial” in Nuremberg. How far have we come since
then?

The Doctors’ Trial, otherwise known as United States of America v. Karl Brandt, et al., was the first of
12 trials conducted by U.S. authorities for the war crimes of German doctors during World War II. Karl
Brandt was Hitler’s personal physician and one of the most notable criminals on trial. The trials were
held in what had become the U.S. pied zone of N berg, G: y, after the end of World War
1L

The trial began on Dec. 9, 1946, and the decision was made on Aug. 20 of the following year. Twenty of
the 23 defendants were medical doctors who were accused of being involved in Nazi human

i and seven d to

experimentation and mass murder. Of the 23 defendants, seven were
death. The others completed prison sentences ranging from 10 years to life imprisonment.

Chief prosecutor Brigadier General Telford Taylor noted that the Doctors’ Trial was “no mere murder
trial,” as the accused were physicians who pledged to follow the Hippocratic Oath and “do no harm.”
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